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ORIGIN 

The  plan  for  an  Asiatic  institute  was  formulated  1909-10.  The  Asiatic  Institute  was 
organized  April  21,  1913. 

OBJECT 

The  object  of  the  Asiatic  Institute  as  set  forth  in  its  Constitution  is  to  promote  the  study 
of  progress  and  conditions  in  East  Asia  and  the  Pacific;  to  disseminate  in  the  United  States 
knowledge  of  the  same  and  to  promote  the  solution  of  questions  arising  from  the  contact  of 
two  civilizations  in  the  Pacific  Basin.  It  seeks  to  secure  a  wider  appreciation  of  Pacific 
affairs,  and  to  be  a  repository  and  arsenal  of  information  of  all  that  concerns  the  two  civiliza- 
tions, as  well  as  to  realize  the  stable  relationship  and  understanding  that  must  ultimately 
exist  between  them. 

OFFICERS 

President,  William  Howard  Taft;  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Frederick  McCormick;  Hono- 
rary Officers,  John  W.  Foster,  Charles  W.  Fairbanks;  Executive  Committee,  William  Barclay 
Parsons,  Willard  Straight,  Martin  Egan,  Dr.  Arthur  J.  Brown,  Frederick  W.  Williams,  The 
President  and  Secretary,  ex-officio;  Board  of  Trustees,  Seth  Low,  Horace  N.  Allen,  George 
W.  Wickersham,  William  Phillips,  Arthur  J.  Brown,  John  Foord,  Frederick  W.  Williams, 
Charles  L.  Freer,  Raphael  Pumpelly,  Willard  Straight,  Lindsay  Russell,  Louis  L.  Seaman, 
Samuel  T.  Button,  Frederick  McCormick,  Robert  S.  Clark,  Jerome  D.  Greene. 

ORGANIZATION 

The  number  of  Trustees  is  not  less  than  twelve  nor  more  than  twenty- four.  The  Mem- 
bers constitute  the  body  of  the  Institute.  Associate  members  and  honorary  members  may 
be  elected.  Societies,  educational  institutions  and  other  bodies  may  be  added  as  Branch 
or  extension  members.    Advisory  bodies  at  home  or  abroad  may  be  formed  by  the  Institute' 

SECOND  YEAR 

The  work  inaugurated  in  1913  was  advanced  and  extended:  William  Woodville  Rock- 
hill  made  a  survey  of  progress  and  conditions  on  the  continent  in  East  Asia  and  the  following 
reports  by  him  were  published  by  the  Institute  in  the  Journal  of  the  American  Asiatic  Asso- 
ciation : 

{May,  1914)     The  Question  of  Outer  Mongolia 

{June,  191 4)     Conditions  in  China  in  191 4,  as  viewed  from  Peking 

{Aug.,  1914)     The  Situation  in  China  in  1914.     The  Yangtze  Valley  and  the  South 

Rose  Sickler  Williams  made  researches  in  China  and  Korea  into  the  subject  of  Sung 
Pottery  and  her  report  was  published  in  the  special  catalogue  of  the  Japan  Society's  Exhibi- 
tion of  Ancient  Chinese,  Korean  and  Japanese  Potteries,  1914. 

A  supplement  to  Monograph  Two:  "  Plunder  and  Destruction  of  Antiquities  in  China," 
in  explanation  of  the  petitions  on  this  subject  to  the  President  of  China  and  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  at  Washington  by  the  Asiatic  Institute  jointly  with  the  foremost  educational,  com- 
mercial and  other  special  organizations  of  the  United  States,  has  been  published,  also  Mono- 
graph Three:  "Japanese  Declarations  and  Assurances  Respecting  Participation  in  the  Euro- 
pean War  in  the  Pacific." 
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The  Institute  secured  the  support  of  upwards  of  fifty  educational,  commercial  and  other 
special  organizations  of  the  United  States  in  means  to  prevent  the  plunder  and  destruction 
of  the  antiquities  of  China,  and  with  their  co-operation  forwarded  petitions  on  this  subject 
to  President  Yuan  Shih-k'ai  and  to  Secretary  of  State,  William  J.  Bryan.  It  secured  the 
support  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  through  the  State  Department  the  good  services  of 
United  States  officials  throughout  China,  in  behalf  of  the  protection  of  China's  antiquities. 
President  Yuan  Shih-k'ai  promulgated  a  mandate  forbidding  the  sale  of  antiquities  to  for- 
eigners and  issued  instructions  in  force  throughout  China  to  arrest  the  traffic  in  Chinese  an- 
tiquities. As  a  result  of  its  endeavors  and  those  of  the  China  Monuments  Society,  Peking, 
with  which  the  Asiatic  Institute  co-operated,  China,  upon  agreement  with  the  United  States 
Government,  has  set  aside  $100,000  of  the  United  States  returned  Boxer  indemnity  money 
otherwise  applied  to  the  education  in  the  United  States  of  Chinese  students,  for  preparation 
of  museum  quarters  in  Peking,  and  the  collection,  exhibition  and  preservation  there  of  national 
collections  of  antiquities  and  art. 

The  special  representative  compiissioned  by  the  Institute  to  acquire  a  comprehensive 
Korean  library  for  preservation  of  the  records  of  civilization  in  Korea,  has  collected  and  in- 
dexed in  Chinese  and  English  upwards  of  six  hundred  Korean  volumes. 

The  Institute  has  collected  and  placed  on  exhibition  in  India  House,  New  York,  upwards 
of  five  hundred  contemporary  prints  showing  American  expansion  into  the  Pacific  Basin 
from  the  beginning,  and  has  published  and  distributed  a  catalogue  of  the  same. 

The  Institute  has  been  opened  to  membership  limited  to  one  hundred,  and  provision 
has  been  made  for  due  admission  of  associate  members. 

FINANCIAL 

The  Institute  has  received  from  Dorothy  Whitney  Straight,  Charles  L.  Freer,  Willard 
Straight  and  others,  gifts  of  funds  for  its  work,  and  from  Willard  Straight,  William  Wood- 
ville  Rockhill  and  others  special  gifts  of  historical  and  educational  value. 
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The  publications  of  the  Asiatic  Institute  are  in  consecutive  numbered  monographs. 
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